 FAR FROM THE BAMBOO GROVE

BOOK CLUB INSTRUCTIONS

Character Analysis –  Respond to the following for each member of the family in the book. (not father) 

1. Five traits (good or bad) that help shape this character. Explain each. 

2. Define the role played by the character. Be specific. This should be one paragraph. 

3. Two quotes of significance spoken by each character. Explain choices in detail.
Spools Research -  Find/Create 25 spools (defined below) for the novel. They should be listed with a 

chapter reference for each. *Remember* spools should spark a reference to an entire section of text or 

situation/experience. Although brief, they should be self explanatory.

Spools: A spool is a short phrase put together to spark your recollection of an entire selection of 

text or situation/experience. Here are a couple of examples of spools from some well known stories.

 (The terms are explained below) 

• Find three (3) snippets – write the page number and write out the sentence  (you do  NOT have to write an explanation – just the quote, properly cited) 

• Find two (2) chunks – write the page number and write out the passage  (you do NOT have to write an explanation – just the quote, properly cited) 

• Find the “thread” that holds the book together – unifies it - write a sentence describing the thread (for example: The thread that ties this book together is loneliness.) 

- select 3 examples of that “thread” with page numbers that support the thread. 

Explanation of terms: 

1. SNIPPET – short passage that makes an impression on you as a reader) 

• it can be a phrase, a sentence, but a maximum of two (2) sentences 

2. CHUNK – look for lasting images or thoughts while you read 

• a bit more substantial passage than a snippet 

• minimum of two (2) sentences to maximum of three to four (3-4) sentences 

3. THREAD – it is what holds the book together – unifies it – can be: 

• unifying theme 

• recurrent motif (colors, images, words, etc.) 

