ROARING TWENTIES STAMP WEBHUNT
Each stamp represents an event, person, or trend of the 1920’s. Follow the links and answer the corresponding questions.

___________________________________________________________
RADIO ENTERTAINS AMERICA

By the end of the 1920s, radio had become a national obsession. Families crowded around their sets to listen to newscasts, comedy and children's shows, variety hours, and presidential speeches. The stamp art is based on a photograph of a 1923 Atwater Kent radio. 


Question:
In the 1920s, Atwater Kent manufactured radios in many styles, including "breadboard" radios. What was a breadboard radio? 

The Web site: http://www.radiohistory.org
You can find the answer to that question on the Radio History Society Web site. Check out the Atwater Kent exhibit. 
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JAZZ FLOURISHES

Created in the United States, jazz was spread by radio and recordings in the 1920s. Among the leading performers were Louis Armstrong, Jelly Roll Morton, Joe "King" Oliver, Fletcher Henderson, and Bix Beiderbecke. 


Questions:
When Louis Armstrong was 11 years old, he was sent to live in a waif's home, a sort of juvenile hall. Why was that experience a turning point in young Louis's life? 

Armstrong spent the final decade of his life in the same way that he had spent the four previous -- entertaining audiences throughout the world. How did he die?
The Web site: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/armstrong_l.html 
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19th AMENDMENT

The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified August 26, 1920. The fight for women's suffrage was over, ending a struggle that had begun in the mid-19th century. 


Questions: The 19th Amendment passed in 1920, but it had been introduced many years earlier. In what year was the amendment introduced in Congress? Who was the secretary who ratified the amendment?

The Web site: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/amendment_19/

You will find that answer on the The 19th Amendment Web page, which is part of the National Archives and Records Administration's Web site. 
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BABE RUTH

Babe Ruth hit 54 home runs in 1920. He went on to hit 59 home runs in 1921 and 60 in 1927. Twice he hit three home runs in a single game of the World Series. One of his nicknames was the "Sultan of Swat." 


Questions:
How did George Herman Ruth get the nickname "Babe"?

How long did Babe Ruth wait (after his wife’s death) before marrying his second wife?

The Web site: http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1698.html
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ART DECO STYLE

The Art Deco style in architecture and the decorative arts combines sleek elegance, geometric shapes, and varied materials. One of the finest examples of the style, the Chrysler Building, in New York City, reflects America's exuberance in the 1920s. 


Question:
Which three buildings does the Art Deco Web site offer as prime examples of the style? 

The Web site:
http://web.archive.org/web/20000621153037/http://orathost.cfa.ilstu.edu/students/pcfare/deco.html
You can find the names of those three building by clicking on the photos you'll find at Architecture on Art Deco. 
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LINDBERGH FLIES ATLANTIC

On May 20 and 21, 1927, Charles Lindbergh made the first nonstop, solo, trans-Atlantic flight aboard the Spirit of St. Louis. He left from Long Island and flew 3,600 miles to Paris in 33½hours. 


Questions:
Before gaining fame, Lindbergh worked as an airmail pilot. Which route did he fly in that job? 

Why were the airmail planes referred to as “flaming coffins”?

The Web site:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lindbergh/sfeature/airmail.html 
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FLAPPERS DO THE CHARLESTON

Caricaturist John Held Jr. portrayed the fun-loving, escapist lifestyle of the Roaring Twenties. His drawings of young women called "flappers" symbolized the decade. 


Question 7:
The flapper was a "modern" girl in the 1920s. Many older people were shocked by the way flappers looked, dressed, and acted. What two characteristics of a flapper might have upset her parents? 

Which two stage productions did Louise Brooks appear in prior to her career in film?

The Web site: http://www.geocities.com/flapper_culture/
Find the answer to that question on the Flapper Culture and Style: Louise Brooks and the Jazz Age, the Louise Brooks Society Web site. 
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MARGARET MEAD, ANTHROPOLOGIST

Anthropologist Margaret Mead explored the effect of culture on the behavior and personalities of children and adults as well as the differences between men and women. 


Questions:
In her lifetime, Margaret Mead wrote 26 books. What is the title of her best-known book? 

What magazine did Mead write a regular column for?

The Web site:
http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/expeditions/treasure_fossil/Treasures/Margaret_Mead/mead.html
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STOCK MARKET CRASH 1929

Stock market prices plummeted on Black Thursday, October 24, 1929, and collapsed on October 29. Banks and businesses closed and the Great Depression soon followed. 


Question:
How did Wall Street financers try to reverse the plunge of the stock market?

How many shares were traded in the first half hour of October 29th?

The Web site: http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/crash.htm 
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AMERICAN REALISM

Painter Edward Hopper (1882-1967) is possibly the most important American realist of the period. The detail from the Automat (1927), at the Des Moines Art Center, typifies his attention to the human feelings of alienation and introspection. 


Questions:
Take a look at some of Edward Hopper's famous street-scene paintings. What is the title of the street scene he painted in 1927? 

Name three of his landscape paintings. Which one do you like best? Why? 

The Web site: http://metalab.unc.edu/wm/paint/auth/hopper
 

