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1. The experienced reader evaluates the ending, not by whether it is happy or unhappy, but whether it is convincing. In other words, he wants the ending to follow logically from the nature of the characters and from the preceding action. Write a carefully planned and unified essay  in which you consider the ending to the novel you read in light of this statement.

2. Many literary works criticize man or society for failing to live up to an ideal. Sometimes it is indirectly established when the author shows us the distortion men have accepted in its place. In the novel you read, explain how the author criticizes either an individual character or society to failure to live up to an ideal.

3. The central character in a novel often encounters moral, physical, or psychological danger. Select a situation in which the character encounters danger. In a unified essay, explain how the danger affects/changes a character. Include a discussion of the character’s moral growth.
4. In retrospect, the reader often discovers the first chapter of a novel often introduces the major themes of the work. Write an essay about the opening scene of a drama of the first chapter of a novel in which you explain how it functions in this way. This essay must be supported by specific references to events in the middle as well as the end of the novel.
5. Become a character in the novel you read. Select five events that happened to you. Answer the following for each event that happened. Explain how each event affected you for better or for worse. For positive events, discuss the good decision making on your part that led you to the positive outcomes. For negative outcomes, explain the poor decision-making on your part which led you there and explain what you would now do differently.

**FREQUENT, SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO THE TEXT MAKE FOR A COHERENT, COMPETENT ESSAY.**
